2007 Virginia Dairy Industry Fact Sheet
(as of May 1, 2008)

1. The Virginia dairy industry generated an estimated $1,568.2 million in economic activity in 2007.

2. Virginia ranked 21st in milk production, 22nd in number of milk cows, and 33rd in milk output per cow during 2007 in the U.S.

3. Virginia had 5 milk processing plants operating during 2007 that were located in Lynchburg. Mt. Crawford, Richmond, Winchester, and Witz.
4. Total amount of milk produced in the state during 2007 amounted 208.69 million gallons (or 1,753 million pounds of milk).

5. There were 745 licensed commercial dairy farms operating in Virginia during 2007. 

6. In Virginia, cash receipts for the sale of milk by dairy farmers amounted to $373.4 million during 2007.

7. The price paid to Virginia dairy farmers for their milk was an estimated $21.30 per hundredweight, or approximately $1.79 for each gallon of milk produced in 2007.

8. There were an estimated 100,000 milk cows on dairy farms in the state during 2007.

9. Each dairy cow in Virginia produced an average of 2,087 gallons of milk in 2007.

10. In Virginia, about 65 percent of the milk produced in 2007 was used and consumed in the form of fluid milk dairy products.

11. In 2007, Virginia dairy cows produced an average of 5.72 gallons of milk per day, or enough to make 4.85 pounds of cheese or 2.29 pounds of butter.  To produce this much milk, a cow consumes 35 gallons of water, 20 pounds of grain and feed concentrates and 55 pounds of corn silage.

12. The average value of a day’s milk was about $10.23 per cow during 2007.  Sales of other products associated with the dairy may add another $2.30 per cow per day.
13. In 2007, a dairy cow in Virginia cost about $1,900 per head.  A typical Virginia dairy farm has a herd of 134 milking cows.

14. The top six ranking dairy counties according to the number of Grade A dairy farms in December, 2007 were: 
Rockingham County, with 207 dairy farms
Fauquier County, with 27 dairy farms


Franklin County, with 60 dairy farms

Wyhte County, with 25 dairy farms


Augusta County, with 44 dairy farms 
Montgomery County, with 18 dairy farms

14. The top six ranking counties (with 3+ dairies) for milk production during 2007 were:


Rockingham County, 352 million pounds
Augusta County, 90 million pounds


Franklin County, 140 million pounds

Wythe County, 65 million pounds


PittslyvaniaCounty, 108 million pounds
Washington County, 45 million pounds

